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WCLPPP - Medicaid Data Matching

The WCLPPP — Medicaid data match links the WCLPPP Stellar
lead testing with the Medicaid eligibility database.

Multi-step process to develop the data set from which the
summary analyses and statistics are derived.

The first step is a match between the WCLPPP Stellar ‘Child’
table and the Medicaid eligibility database.

WCLPPP - Medicaid Data Matching

Match between WCLPPP “Stellar” data and Medicaid Eligibility
Data

* sequential

« based on name, date of birth, gender

« uses SAS v 8.02 running on a stand-alone PC

« direct and ‘fuzzy’ matches using SAS, including Spedis and
Soundex functions

« “Eligibility” defined as being ‘eligible’ at least once during a year
of interest, as determined by ‘Eligibility Begin' and ‘Eligibility

|__End’ dates in the Medicaid database

WCLPPP - Medicaid Data Matching

Normal’ Match

matching algorithms written in SAS

matches exact spellings of first name, last name, gender
slightly fuzzy on birthday: +/- one day and one year
“Matched” and “Residuals” files created

accounts for 70% to 90% of all matches

WCLPPP - Medicaid Data Matching

Spedis-Based Matching

« Built-in SAS function
« measures the ‘distance’ between the spelling of two words
« degree of ‘dissimilarity’
« range of acceptable distance set by user
« tolerance determined from sensitivity analyses
« match done on “Residuals” file
« exact dates of birth
« matches added to “Matched” file; “Residuals” file created
« typically accounts for 10% to 30% of all matches

WCLPPP - Medicaid Data Matching

Soundex-Based Matching

Built-in SAS function

common coding algorithm for encoding names
« driver's licenses
« tax rolls

converts each word into a short sequence of characters and
numerals

‘hard wired,” cannot be ‘tweaked’

exact dates of birth

match done on “Residuals” file; matches added to “Matched” file
typically only a couple hundred matches; manually checked




Spedis Match Between MA and WCL PPP Children Based on First Name, Last Name, Date of Birth and Gender Sensitivity Analysis
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Spundex Match Between MA and WCL PPP Children Based on First Name, Last Name, Date of Birth and Gender
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